











LEGAL DISCLAIMER

The Catlettsburg History Book Committee used its best efforts to provide you an
actual history of Catlettsburg, Kentucky; but is not responsible for the copied or
otherwise printed material that may be reproduced in this book. You should not
assume that this book is error-free.

This book was published from a search of history references and information
obtained from local residents, scrapbooks, written by local citizens and through
information from the Ashland Daily Independent.

We make no guarantce as to the accuracy and content of information.

It was not the committee’s intcntion to rewrite or copy mmaterial without
permission from other sources. and not our intention to offend any person whose
name may be printed in this book.

Copyright ©1999 by Betty Wright

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, mcluding photography,
recording. or by any information storage or retricval systemn, without the
permission in writing from the Catlettsburg History Book Committee — Beity
Wright, Russ Cole, James Adkins, Mica Williamson and Paul Williamson,

The Catlettsburg Sesquicentennial Commitiee and the Catlettsburg
Leadership Development Club wish to pay homage o our printer —the
Pshiand Office Supply - and especially 1o Mr. Tom Bucrnelt, the owner
and his mother Betty Burnett, his daughier Shannon and the other
emplojees who were involved who so graciously and patiently gave of
their time 1o print this book. We will ever be 5o grateful.

Betty Wright, Editor, and the History Book Lommittee - - Russ Cole,
Mica Williamson, Paul Williamson and James €. Adins appreciate you
very much. THANKS!

Aleo we wish fo thank Mr. Dale Burns of Prime Copy Plus and the
personnel for the fine job they did with the binding of this book.
THANKSI

Printed By: Ashland Otfice Supply Binding by: Prime Copy Plus
2100 29% Strea 1452 Fourth Ayenue
Ashland. Ky 41101 Huntington, WV 25701
Phone: 606-329-1400 Phone: 304-323-1600
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FOREWORD

The purpose of this publication is to edit a prief, authentic and general history of
Catlettsburg, Kentucky. The history of the town as a whole is sketched.

This publication contains a lot of information as was printed in our 1949 Centennial
publication and has up-dated material showing the progress and decline of the City of
Catlettsburyg since 1949.

Time has passed by so quickfy and in this busy world exhaustive study of the Ristory of
the City of Catlettsburg was not possible. Theve is so much information out there that
we had no idea existed and impossible to obtain in a short time in order to make a
complete comprehensive history book. However, we of the committee feel privileged to
have had the opportunity to coflect close-by information which will serve as a reminder
to those who remember the earflier days and to vecord curvent information of
Catlettsburg in order to keep future generations informed regarding its past.

We wish to acknowledge the fine spirit of co-operation by our fellow members of the
Catlettsburg Leadership Community Development Committee, 1999 Sesquicentennial
Committee, City Mayor Roger Hensley, City Officials and the community at large
including merchants and business firms, without which this book could not have been

possible.

We are indebted to all who have so graciously assisted us in any way, and ask for
forgiveness for any mistakes.

Mrs. Charles K. (Betty) Wright, Author/Editor

Mr. Charles Russell (Russ) Cole, Co-Editor

Miss Mica Williamson, Church/Business Fditor

Mr. James E. Adkins, Past History Provider

Mr. Paul Williamson, Past History Provider

Mrs. Donald R. (Xay) Cole, Mr. Brandon Wright
& Mr. J. D. Wright, Photography

SPECIAL THANKXS TO: Ray McCoy, Frank Branham, Boyd County Extension Office,
Steven Cole, Tlizabeth Baker, Charles ‘Wright, Lois Limberis, Judy Kruger and Sue
Moore.

Articles and History: Compiled by the committee from information of several sources.
Ashland Daily Independent - 1949 - 1999
1910 Catlettsburg Tribune
Personal Scraphooks

September 1999
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REMEMBERED

Jillson says that it was not untit about 1807 that
the strategic position of Catlettsburg, at the mouth of
the Big Sandy was recognized. About that time two
large houses, one of logs and the other clapboard
with a sign post before the door, stood at this point
and marked the fRiture location of the city.
Throughout the Big Sandy Valley there was a
magnificent stand of timber. The settler had to clear
the land before he could plant his crop. Cotton was
more or fess successfully raised in this location as
early as 1807. The principal crop was com. and
tobacco was raised for domestic purposes as were
many small grains and vegetables.

During the early part of the nincteenth century a
considerable export demand for ginseng root
developed. Many settlers became "ginseng huanters™
in their spare time with the result that thousands of
dollars were added to the income of the valley.

From the Big Sandy Valley by William Ely.
1887, we learn that Joseph Ewing, a son-in-law of
John Chadwick. came from Virginia in [812. as a
business representative of a wealthy firm dealing in
ginseng, furs, pelts, ete. Mr. Ewing first operated his
store on the Virginia side, but it was a small
establishment and did not get much of the river trade.
He soon moved to the Kentucky side, and built a log
eabin and a store on the river bank. Before 1839 he
built what is now known as the oldest house in
Catlettsburg, the white brick on Center Street. just
below the bridge, now painted redand owned by the
Bill Diamond family.

The early travelers going by boat down the Ohio
frequently spent the night at the 1 t at the
mouth of the Big Sandy. A Thomas Nuttall, a
cultured gentleman from Philadelphia, on his way to
the southwest spent the night of November 7. 1818,
with settlers and wrote in his journal as foilows:

"Near to this ling commences the tirst appearance of
the cane, which seems to indicate some difference in the
climate and soil. The settlements here are remote. Landing
rather late, we took up our lodging where there happened to
be a corn husking and were kept awake with idle mertment
and riot til past midnight . . . The cornficlds a1 this seeason
of the year are so overrun with cuckold burs . . . as to be
cxiremely troublesome to woolen clothes and 10 domestic
catile, The feece of the sheep is scarcely worth the troubie
of shearing. The people here. living upon exigeneies and
given Lo rambling about instead of attending to their farm.
are very poor and uncomfortable in every respect and few
of thern possess the land on which they live ... We found it
almost impossible 10 purchase any kind of provisions. even

(\ulluﬂsbur{]. I entucky

butter or bacon, nothing appearing to be cultivated scarcely
but corn and a little wheat . . 7

The following bond from Horatio Catlett to
Nathaniel Head is of interest in that it shows the early
presence of the textile and timber industries:

"H, Catlett to N. Head - Bond

Article of an agreement made and entered into this 7th
lany.. 1822 between Horatio Catletl. Greenup County and
State of Kentucky of the one part and Nathaniel Head of
the county and state aloresaid of the other part witnesseth
that the said Catletl hath this day sold unto the said Head
onc and one hall'acres of land in the corner of the clover lot
where the Blacksmith's house formerly stood to be included
in the four stakes we have this day set up and torun . . .
across the drain thal passes by the House Mill, with straight
lines. For guarantee for the sum ol thirty dollars in hand |
paid the receipt of which [ acknowledge by note. It is
undersiood that the said Head wants the ground to reside
on. and to erect a fulling mill and carding machine. The
said Catlert binds himsell to convey the said land by deed
or a lease for ninety-nine year renewable forever. insuch a
way as to restrain the said Head and those that muy oceupy
the ground from time to time [rom camrying on mercantile
business or entertainment in any way so as to inlerlere or
rival my establishment at the Point of Sandy so forftiting
the said ground the said convevance to be made as soon as
a person can be got to run it. And the said Tlead is to have
all necessary timber for Building and firewood tree tor two
years to be got up the creck. the land is to be conveyved by
deed ifthe Reservation can be made in 2 Deed otherwise by
lease us herein mentioned. Given under r+ hand and seal
the das above written.  HORATIO CAT___T

Whereas there is an appearance of a spring in the road near
the mill the said Head is to have bhalf the water and
privilege to carry it through the said Catlett’s Land to this
the said Head Establishment HORATIO CATLETT.

Aflest
Rolin Van Biggs
John W. Campbeli”

The early settler in this part of the country, as in
other parts, had to depend on himself for food and
clothing. Jillson says that the clothing of the settlier
for the most part was taken from the gray and red
buck that roamed the hills. Articles of "home-spun”™
were added to these. The bread baked in an open fire
was made from corn meal, which had been beaten in
a mortar by hand. The meat was bear, venison. turkey
and squirrel. To these were added wild honey, tree or
maple sugar sorghum and berries. Many cof the
settlers made their own liquor, which stood for the
times as well as hospitality.
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his right hand clutching the bridle-reins
and . ., . his left hand waving high . .
exclaiming in tones of thunder that the
people must get out of the houses." The
wharf boats laden with government
supplies were cut loose, the government
mules were ridden out of town, and the
last seen of this delegation was the
moving crowd, each loaking back to see if
the enemy was upon him.

And the cau of this big scare?
School children playing at marching and
soldiering near Cemetery Hill were seen
by a Hampton City woman as she
"extracted the lacteal fuid from the
bovine's udder” and imagining them to be
Confederate soldiers, cried out in alarm at
the top of her voice. The cry was taken
up by several men which brought about
the rout of the friends of Mr. Ely.

Although there was no fighting in
Catlettsburg, there were restrictions
placed on the area by the Provost
Marshal, which timited trade and progress.

Martial law was declared in Kentucky
in 1862, and a Provost Marshal was
appointed for each county. "Orders we
issued requiring any who had given aia
and sympathy to the Confederacy to take
the oath of allegiance to the Union, and all
who | eafter should give aid and comfort
to the enemy should be ar  ted and dealt
with according to military law . . . It was
natural that such an order should offend
those who sympathized with the
Confederacy.” Ely in B~ Sandy Valley
states that the Provost-lnarshai stationed
in Catlettsburg was a stern man and it is
known that groups of men were arrested
and taken to Ceredo for the slightest
cause, presumably for giving sympathy
and aid to the Confederacy.

With the close of the War Between the
States a period of renewed development
was to come, and Catlettsburg turned to
the 1 wilding of her trade and industry
which had inevitably suffered.

\
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The status of the City of Catlettsburg,
around 1866, is best told by giving the
information listed on the Phillips Map.

The Phillips Map is a lithograph made by
Strobridge & Company, Cincinnati, Ohio,
surveyed and drawn by 1. C. Philips around
1866, The first picture on the left is the
Sherman Hou and J. F. Lewman was the
proprietor. Below, the first picture on the left
is Highland Home, which was the residence of
Captain Wash Honshell. On the right is the
picture of tF  drug store of Drs. Wm. Ely
and Son. To the right of the map, in the iower
right comer is shown the Virginia Point and the
owners are listed as Morgan and Cook. In the
upper right corner is pictured the Cincinnati &
Big Sandy Packet, the Telegraph. A description
of the city is given as follows:

“Catlettsburg, the Capitol of Boyd County, Ky., is
handsomely situated at the mouth of the Big Sandy,
on the Ohia River, in north latitude 38 degrees 20
minutes, west longitude 5 degrees 30 minutes from
Washington City. Nature has bestowed upon it
sufficient advantages to make it one of the most
prosperous manufacturing towns on the river. It is
the receiving depot for the rich products of the fertile
valley of the Big Sandy, which extends back 200
miles into the bosom of a country unegualled for its
mineral wealth, coal, Iron, lead, and other riches are,
as yet in the infancy of development. It is at the
head of low-water navigation of the Chio River, and
has been recently selected as the terminus of the
Chesapeake and Covington, and ington & Big
Sandy Railrpads.

“The site scuth of Catletts Creek was formerly
owned by Horatio Catlett, after whom the town was
namad. From him it passed to James Wilson, thence
to J. W. Fry, who had it laid out in town lots in the
summer of 1849 north of Division Street, and that on
the south side as far as Webster Street by Wm.
Harmpton and others in November 1850; and from
Webster Street south in 1865. That portion of the
town north of Catletts Creek was owned by David D.
Geiger, who had it laid out in town lots. [t was
incorporated with the southern portion of the town in
the year 1B65 extending south to J. D. Mims’ tan
yard, and north to a small branch.

"A special act of the Legislature of 1886 cut off
14,40 chains of the northern portion of the town
taking in the Richardson estate. Corporation limits
extends north and south one mile and 2.40 chains,
and east and west from foot of grade to county road
on Main Street, 4 of a mile and 4.00 chains, or 96
potes. There is a daily line of first-ciass steamboats
from here to Cincinnati, Wheeling, and all
intermediate points.

"In 1858 when first incorporated, Catlettsburg
contained about 1300 inhabitants, since that time it
has rapidly advanced in improvements amnd
population having now about 2000 inhabitants. It
boasts of three weekly well-conducted newspapers,



















































In 1914, graduates were: Abbie
Jackson, Bertha Williams, Georgia Pratt,
Mildred Pratt, Mildred Runyan, Frank
Barbee, Goldie Short, Charles Runyan,
Nick Fannin, Jimison McGlothlin, Dawn
Flanery, Dewey Flanery, Jay Hewlett.
Superintendent. J, 0. Faulkner. Principal,
High School: C. V. Hannum, teachers
were: A. W, Glasgow, Lulie E. Logan,
Nigle Daniels. Principal, First Ward, Mrs.
Maude Adams. Teachers: Nora Conley,
Garnet Faulkner, Georgia Pratt. Second
Ward, Principal, 0. K, Campbell,
~achers: Maggie Kelly, Mattie O'Neill,
Elizabeth Clinefelter, Bertie Kilgore, Bettie
Barbee, Mrs. Walter Johnson, and Maxine
Lee Yost.

In 1915, graduates were: Pauline
Eastwood, Ida Millis, Nelle Millis, Elizabeth
Wright, Nola Willis, Donald Meek, Linwood
Lambert, Gladys Sanford, Carl Williams,
Everett Caldwell, Charles Cooley, Phil
Carter, Louise Beard, Algia Nunley,
Geraldine Williamson, A, W. Glasgow
became Principal at the High School.
Added teacher was Violet Franz. India
Ross became a teacher at First Ward, plus
Johnnie Montague. Two were added at
Second Ward: Mildred Pratt and Mrs, W.
T.1 guson,

In 1916, graduates were: Cora
McGlothlin, Eloise Runyan, Lillian Eskew,
Alice Coldiron, Louise Price, Georgene
Dismukes, Russell Field, Rice Braley,
Raymond Clay, Purl Thombury, Gaynelle
Borders, T'izabeth Ross, George Gallup,
Neil Kennedy, Bernmard Hensley, Harriet
Thombury, Edgar Slagle, Carroll Slagle,
Taylor Beard, Edwin Willis, Pauline Walker,
Virginia Eads, Hager Coldiron, Mae
Eckerle, Raymond Emerick, Syip Akers,
Minnie D. Maynard. One new teacher at
the High :hool: Frances C. Duggar. One
added at Second Ward: Stella Stanley.

Names of Superintendents, Principals
and teachers were known for the following
years, but graduates are not listed in the
records.

High School, Bera James and Ida
Washington, Stella Hensley was added at

Second Ward.
1917-1918,

This was in the year of

In 1918-1919, A. W. Glasgow became
Superintendent. W. E. Holloway became
Principal. Teachers, High School: Nora
Barr, Mary Jo Vanderburg. Teachers
added at First Ward were: Mrs. Anderson
Hatfield and June Williamson. New
teachers at Second Ward were: Marie
Rucker, Della Douglas, Mrs, Harry F. Price,
and Maude Louise Chatfield. Mrs.
Clinefelter also became the Principal this
year.

In 1919-19203, the new Superintendent
was H. L. Donovan (who later became
President of Eastern Kentucky University
in Richmond, Kentucky)., Principal of First
Ward was Mrs, E. Poe Harris. Teachers
were June Williamson and Mrs. George
Mason, and Mrs. Anderson Hatfield.
Personnel remained the same at Second
Ward. Principal at Fourth Ward was Mrs.
Vesta Thornberry. chers were:
Margaret Bryan, Ruah Warman and Goldie
Hammaond.

In 1920-1921, Principal at the High
School was Joseph 1. Arnold. Teachers:
Lucy Craycraft, Kathleen Morgan, Mary
Huston. First Ward teachers added were:
Nell Layne, Myrtle May Jones. Teachers
were the same at Second Ward. Principal
at Fourth Ward was Elsie Stark. Teachers
were the same.

Schaol for Colored: Mrs. Eliza Boyd,
Katherine Shelly, and Edith Eckerle.

The following item was taken from
minutes of Board Meeting on June 29,
1920. From Kinner Heirs; Seven ac . of
land at a price of $2,400.00 for Fourth
Ward School Building.

In 1921-1922 because First Ward
School was overcrowded, the Board leased
a frame building on 32nd Street for ten

monthly  tal of $28.00, from Shenoan

months, dating from August 1, 1921, a/
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CATLETTSBURG CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
GETTING FINISHED

(The Daily Independent, August 25, 1997)

Many of the recent improvements in
Catlettsburg are invisible above ground,
but one new hallf-million dollar addition to
the town stands prominently on a busy
corner.

The new city building is nearly
complete and should be ready for
occupants by the middie of next month.

Meanwhile, work continues below
ground on the $5.6 million sewer project
that should wind up late this year.

“There’s just a lot going on right
now,” said Mayor Re~2r Hensley., “And it’s
all going pretty smuuchly, right about on
schedule.”

Meade Construction has nealy finished
its work on the steel city hall at the corner
of Broadway and 26" streets.

*We're looking forward to a roof that
doesn't leak and a floor that doesn’t cave
in,” Hensley said, referring to problems at
the Old Mill Service Station on Center
Street, where the city’s police and fire
departments have been housed since the
old city building was torn down in 1995,

The old city hall was 83 years old and
had detericrated to a point where city
officials determined it wouid be cheaper to
raze it than repair it,

The town’s administrative offices are
currently in a building on Louisa Street the
city is leasing from a local bank. And the
city’s records, equipments and other items
are spread across town, including in the
garages of Councilman John Plummer and
his son.

“It will be nice to get everything in
one place,” Hensley said.

One item from the old building ---the
old clock tower bell --- will have a place of
honor in front of the new city hall on 26
Street.

The new building will cost $488,699,
including one change order for $1,400.
The city has accum ed about $400,000
in savings, including a $%$100,000 loan
repayment from Kentucky Electric Steel,
and donations. The council plans to
borrow about $80,000, or less, depending
on donations.

Councii member Mick Hedrick said the
name of any group or individual donating
$1,000 or more will be put on a metal
plaque that will hang in the treasurer’s
office in the new building. So far, eight
such donatons have been received from:
Ashland, Inc. Foundation, Boggs Towing
Service, Elks Lodge 942, C(Catlettsburg
Federal Savings Bank, Columbia Gas,
Kentucky Farmers Bank, Harold Freedman
in memory of Julius Freedman, and the
Hedrick family,

The city plans to dedicate the new
building in October.

By November, work should be
wrapping up on the sewer project.

The contracts on that project were
signed Dec. 2 and included the stipulation
that everything be done within 300 days.
City engineer Paul Rogers said week it
looked as if the thi : contractors were
operating pretty much on schedule.

*I think the job has gone well, other
than the cleanup and some
misunderstanding from the gereral
public.” Rogers said. “But that's fairly
common in all constuction projects.”

Catletshuey, Fenfucky
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‘This ycar 1949 marks the 100" birthday of Catlettsburg. one of the best known. if not the most colerful
citics on the Ohio River. Centennial chairmen and thetr committces have been busy the past few wecks to
make this 2 great celebration. Much praise is due these people for their untiring cfforts to make this a gala
and worthwhile occasion.

All the feverish activity inspired by the desire to celebrate in a big way will do more for the children of the
town than any other project. All the fine maps. records. historical stories should serve as a real inspiration
for our citizens of {omorrow.

The historical committee will bring forth many true dates and facts concerning 1he town that will probably
datc back to the year of its incorporation. So my story will deal more with my first rccoflection of the town,
Having moved here with my parents in 1909 from Louisa, [ saw the town with the ¢ves of a five-ycar-old.
It was as il is today a friendly place and [ soon kaiew a lot of people. [ grew to love and respect the older
people. I doubd if any other town had as many kind and gracious older people as the ones [ knew as a child,
always around them begging for stories, [ should like to mention their names but for fear | would forget
onc, | shall not. From them [ heard stories of Sawney Catlett. the man for whom the town was named. also
the creck flowing thru it. He came in 1808 from Virginia. became a merchant, postmaster. farmer, ferryman
and kecper of an inn popular with stage coach travelers.

By 1909, of course Catlettsburg had become a gay and bustling city. Some strects were paved. but there
were still many dirt roads. These roads were fine for the many horses that traversed the town, pulling huge
drays behind them. One of these my father hired to hau! our furniture from a C&O freight car to our housc.
The drayman was a genius in loading thesc; he knew where 10 place certain anicles, so he would not suller
a loss of time, if not a costly spill on his trips. As the dray approached our housc I heard my moether screcam.
The good-natured drayman had placed the family collection of enlarged pictures on top. On top of these
was perched my little brother, having the ride of his life. However there were no cansalitics as we moved
in. Water had to be carried from a well for house cleaning and it took longer then for a family to seitle. So
ours went to the Harris Hotel to live until the house could be put in order. There the hotel's owner met us
and genial host. Mr. Brig Harris, father of our towns own Mr, E. Poe Harris. This hotel Nourished for many
years is 5till operated as a hotel. It has been under the management of many finc people. was known for
vears as thc Magann Hotel.

There were other hotels in the gay and bustling little city, were necessary, as Catlettsburg was a thriving
railroad town as well as a river port. The Catlettsburg express office is said to have had more employecs
than the onc at Cincinnati. There was the York House, which later becamc the Iardin Hotel, its present
ownet being Mrs. Belle Hardin Smith. the Alger House and the Shively. All of these were well rated. The
Alger, built aflcr the destructive fire of 1877 was rated as onc of the finest on the Ohio. The Shively, built
in 1892 is still standing, When [ first saw it. I thought it was a palace. One day [ had a chance to go insidc.
It surely was a treat to climb the  [e stairs and peek into the big reception room on the sccond floor. There
many fine guesis were reccived, also many parties held. Thick carpet on the floors and furnishings of the
fincs! Ieni a dignity and air to the place that equal to those of much larger citics. On the [lirst floor was an
elegant dining room that attracied people from all over the tri-state. There was a tonsorial parlor and fine
lobby. I can still see the citizenry that encased themsclves in the cabin chairs, the broad watch chains the
spats. and the watches were not mediocre in those days either. Since its earlicst days Catlettsburg has scen
its fortuncs rise and fall. Boom times have come and gone. but the burg and the Shively have weathered
thern all. i s1ill hope to sce it renovated and built into a good hotel.

The hotel owmners and cocks kad no trouble in securing food and drink for their guesis. The town had a
generous sprinkling of fine-groceries, meat markets and fruit stores. The Tabet brothers coming here from
their beloved Sytia, worked on the section, saved their money and went into a business they loved, fruit.
onc they contrnued until George's death. Always geod lovable people, they were as much a pad of the city
as any of its tradition. One groceryman, [ knew particularly well, as a child was John Scif Hc operated a
storc.  ass from the Shively. Every town has its characters Catlctisburg was no exception. John was surcly
a character. To almost every family he extended credit, the famity carricd what was known as |he “grocery
book™. It was a well-known fact that John had many and varying prices on his staples. One day onc of his
\ hi-Mautin customers cntercd his store and upbraided John for this practice. joho admitted she was right but
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gave her this answer “You pick it one price, I pick it another price”™. To me it is still a mystery how John
and his customers figured there bill at the end of the month. He had his own system of shorthand, bd, for
bread. pt for potatoes efc.

Refrigeration was not uscd much in those days, except for meats. The fronts of stores and sidewalks were
fine display places. Dresscd fowls, hogs, rabbits made fine decoration around the holidays scason and ¢old
weather. The cracker barrel, plus a big earthen jar of huge sour pickles, just inside the grocery door made it
very handy for an afternoon snack for downtown merchants and shoppers. [ suspect the shopkeepers jotted
this down on that aforementioned grocery book. I can still see a fat dressed pig with a holly wreath and red
tibbon around its neck, hanging proudty on his hook in D. §. Martin's meat market. A 25-cent steak would
1l a big platter.

Many of these grocerics were really outstanding when it came to cleanliness and quality. Nonc could have
surpasscd the one owned and operated by Mr. W. B. Yost. Mr. Yost’s personal grooming vied with the
appearance of his store. And his candy counter. No Callettsburg kids of that era will ever forget it. Nor Mr.
N. Braley's store with the fine popcorn and peariris roasting machine right out in front. Nor Miss Mary
Vaughans grocery on Vaughans corner, where kids from all parts of the town were greeted with the same
good-natured smile. “Aurt Mamic™ as she was lovingly called will not be abic to come for the centennial
celebration due to her advanced years. Coming here by steamboat with her cousins, the fire family of Capt.
Will Vaughan, she operated the storc from 1895 unil 1935,

It was a custom of the Gate City clothing merchants to drape the front of their emporiums with dresses.
coats and fine samples of merchandise. “Old Sol” would often streak and damage the color of these: a
customer often secured a reduced price on such articles. Dressmaking was carricd on in many homes and it
was a delight to garc at the counters piled high with fancy ginghams, percales, muslins and bright colored
woolens. 1t was a real treal to go to D. H. Carpenter’s and buy a dress patiern. The toy department there
was simply “out of this world". The dolls were hung all around the walls in their boxes. It was almost
impossiblc for a “litilc miss” to make a decision. The prices were often high as they were imported and of
the finest.

There were lots of business establishments, Catletisburg busy now with its present and future has reasons to
be proud of its pasl. Visitors this summer will see some nice new buildings and improvemenis. There arc
still many reminders of the town's antiquity. We've always enjoyed the taste of imporiance that having the
county courthouse. Always colorful, Catlettsburg had many merchants, doctors, lawyers, junsts, denlists,
druggists. many fine men who mingled with cach other around the burgs business center. They were
brotherly and the passing of one seemed 1o cause genuine sorrow Lo the others. in another adicle | hope to
write before centennial week, T wanl to write some storics conéeming these folks,

The names that have been mentioned here were so close to the business, which they were associated. the
burg was a gay and notsy place. Everyone living here in that era will remember the noisy strcetears
rounding the bend known now as Brogans corner. In my time it has been called “Hogans Comer™, Blacks
Comer™. Tt really is not a comner. [ think sometimes Calleitsbmrg was not planned at all but like “Topsy™ it
just grew. Scated on one of those cars you could peer to the lefl and sec the cashier in the old Farmers and
Merchants Bank cashing a check. look straight ahead and see the cmployees of the old Kentucky National
Bank busy. On looking to the right there would be a kind old man 1n front of the Red Anchor clothing store.
That was Mr. W. B. Evans one of Catlettsburg’s a most loved and philanthropic gentieman,

Catlettsburg was not a dull town, there was much entertaining. The society cohmns werc full of flowery
details. 1 do not remember the Morse Opera House. Many opera troupes and stock companics appearcd
there, The big building was bought by Mr. W. H. Justice in 1910, when he and his line family camc here
from Pike County. The big second floor was known as the New Justice Theater. There [ saw my first
movie. The Licket officc was a small cage on the sidewalk. There you purchased your ticket. handed it to a
doorman at the top of (he stairs, then admiticd to the world of romance. mysiery. The Million Dollar
Mystery held our citizenry spelibound for twenty weeks. Housewives neglected their wash: school marms
had troublc with the small fry until the last episode. Then there was the Nickelndeon across from the
Shivcly. another where the presem Hall's Theater is focated. It was operated b - _ny Wellman, now a
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resident of St. Lours. Show boats with their calliopes, brass bands and showting Captains brought the tvpe
of entertainment that drew people from miles around. On page eleven of Edna Ferber's novel “Showboat™
Catletisburg is mentioned and the old boats fame revived. It played to a full house and madc the burg more
than ever 2 typical river town, [f kids were fleet of foot. they could make it to the river front after hearing
the calliope at Pike's Crossing,

There werc mamy jovial storekeepers. furniture, druggists. hardware deaters, and jewelerymen. 1 have been
told that our famous townsmen the late Senator Ben Williamson refused to lei any of his help go thro the
depression of 1907, George Kinney, a delivervman said he was kept on the payvroll. tho few deliveries were
made. During thig period. the horse was hitched to a post in front of the establishment on Division Street
and was said to have pawed a hole in the strect large enough to bury himself.

Mr. John Hogan had a fine drug store on the comer. Much to the delight of his customers he added 2 finc of
Mr. Edisons invention, the victrola. Near Christmas time one of the town's thor ~ ful husbands purchased
one for his wife, providingthe gifl could be delivered afier dark on Christmas Eve. The idea spread like
wildfire and Mr. Hogan supply was soon exhausted. Mr. Hogan never forgot that Chnstmas. One of these
was delivered to Mrs. Clvde (Hattie)} Bumns at her beautiful home on top of 28" Street hill. Mrs. Bums still
has the victrola. savs it is as good as new,

Residents of these years will remember the high class merchandise and lovely window displays of the
Gallup Jewcliry Co. The Bruns Shoe Co, Ross & Chatfields. I do not remember sceing any boots or shocs
madc by Mr. C. W, Berger, but I remember weli the kindly merchant and his love for little children. Therc
were few low out shocs sold then and the buttonhook went along with cvery purchasc. 1t was onc of the
most misplaced arlicles in our household; a hairpin could be used, tnt proved a poor substitute. In that
picturc of downtown Catlettsburg I can still see Krish's Wholesale House, Moran's Plumbing Co. Patton’s
Wholesale Drug Co, The Bee Hive, The Fair, owned by Mr. Tke Lefkowitich, Hampton's Grocery Co.
Ward's 5 & 10 Cent Store. This store crmied a tag line of china, 10 cents apicce. Most of it was made in
Germany. | suspect there are many picces in Catletsburg homes today, [ have 10-cent plate bought there in
1916; T have been offered $5.00 for the plate. Then there was the C. E. Silcotl Depd. Store with its fine
millinery dept. Hats were made mostly then on a wire frame, milady selected material for covering and
decorations and called later for the finished creation.

Jesse Stuart, Kemtucky's best known poet once said he always managed to have a scrap of paper handy
when he came to Catlettsburg, He could always find something inspiring and interesting to write about. So
it was and still is. There 1o me has and alwayve will be a Catlettsburg. If it is not 100%h rightcously
industrious at the present it is stll a little town with feeling for the less fortunate, tove for those in sorrow
or trouble. It is my wishthat everyone will work together and make centennial weck one long to be
remembered by those bere and the ones who will come to enjoy it with us

Willic Caines Branham
1949
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WHAT'S SO SPECIAL ABOUT OUR HOMETOWN?
CATLETTSBURG, KENTUCKY
~FRONT PORCH VIEW-

Talk about peace, beauty and all the
rest, newly married, first home or first
apartment I should say. . .and swinging on
the front porch watching my fi husband
and last I hope, over in the Big Sandy
River in a small john beat. . .ch, my! the
pecan pies are burning - that didn't make
any sense to you, I know, but it certainly
does to me. [ forgot them in the oven, my
husband’s favorite pie, how could I forget?
Well, it was because I was watching the
boat and listening to the soocthing water
flow over the largest needle dam in the
waorld, old Lock and Dam No. 1,

From the front porch swing I could
look to the right over the Big Sandy River
and see West Virginia, without turning my
head I could look to the left over the Ohio
River and see the state of QOhio, and just
think I'm sitting in My Cld Kentucky Home,
Just beyond Lock Avenue the Ohio and Big
Sandy rivers formed their juncture.

Eighty-three years before I was born,
Catlettsburg, Kentucky became a thriving
river port because its location enhanced
commerce on hoth rivers. It was a wide-
¢open rip-roaring town then, according to
newspaper account, complete with qun-
toting, hard drinking mountaineers. By the
time my life began, my hometown was
much more sedate. Trains had rendered
the past obsolete and businessmen catered
more to the needs of the resider
Churches of the gothic design and devour
membership had helped clean up the town
and were successful in outlawing the sale
of liquor inside city limits. This
development made life more interesting for
the entrepreneurs who made their own
brand of “white lightnin.” Catlettsburg
proudly claims that its district courthouse,
which served seven countries, was the site
of more trials of moonshiners during the
Prehibition era than any other courthouse
in the nation.

When 1 was only five vyears old,
Catlettsburg made the national news
reports for another reason. The Chic and
Big Sandy typically fiooded the lower end
of the town every year. Every few years

we could plan on water reaching into the
first floors of homes on even higher
ground, and residents had to move
themselves and their furnishings to the
second floor until the water receded. That
year water completely filled the first floor
of our homes and began to lap on to the
very top steps into the second floor,
Everyone had to evacuate except the ones
on the side of the hill. My husband tells
me when his family lived behind the
courthouse on Panola Street, they moved
everything upstairs, except the piano
which was too heavy to carry and as the
water came up to the last three steps up to
the second floor, Looking down he saw the
piano in the living room floating around
and could hear it hitting the ceiling. He
has towed boats around town in several
floods helping people get out, he tells me
the time in 1955 flood, I believe, the water
was so swift it put him right up in front of
the big glass window of the Kroger Store
where Mike Cumpston now owns, formerly
The Dollar Store and he caught hold of the
parking meter to get the boat turned out to
sea, s¢ to say, before going through the
glass.

Also, I remember the 1937 flood as
my Dad worked for Bagby Lumber
Company in Grayson, b itucky, where we
lived at that time, 1 was only five years old
at that time. Dad built boats for
Catlettsburg and brought them to the
intersection of U, S. 23 and Thirty-sixth
Street and put them out of the truck right
into the water there., It was exciting and
frightening for me since I didn't understand
a flood, 1 had never seen one, but you
know it's strange that we should move to
Catlettsburg in 1941 when Dad got a job
with Ashland Qil, and moved into the rental
house of Mrs. Galleway right on that same
corner, the Hughes girls live in a small
house on the same l!ocation now. (See
picture below)

I can remember when we first got
married living on Lock Avenue and the
water got up on our porch, therefore, we
moved to thirty-fifth street to my parent
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AUTHENTIC HISTORY OF
CATLETTSBURG
AS WRITT N oY
B. C. HOWELL

he preceding stories were writings

of the history of the founding of the
City of Catlettsburg. It was interesting, I
thought, to read so many versions of the
history written by other persons and how
each saw the beginning to be; so I included
these for you to read also.

As you will note, parts are a duplication
of other sections of this book, as well as il
should be if everyone before have seen or
researched the history of Catlettsburg as
being the true begimning of our town.

In the Ashiand Daily Independent,
Sunday Morning, April 9. 1922 it was

written:

AUTHENTIC HISTORY OF
CATLETTSBURG
FOUNDING AS TOLD BACK IN 1830

The following is authentic history of the
establishment and founding from the very
first settlement. It was written by B. C.
Howell tor the benefit of the Kentucky Press
Association which met in Ashland June 9,
10, 11. 1880.

The Association visited Catlettsburg on
the evening of June 11 ans was entertained
with a banquet at the Alger House, and with
a Hop at the Morse Opera llouse.

To begin at the beginning is a task of no
small magnitude if we take into aceount the
difficulties attending the securing of the
facts and reliablc data concerning the first
settlement of the country adjacent to the
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confluence of the Chatterah River with the
Chio.

Certain it is howcver, that a company of
advenfurous men under the head of
Reverend David Jones of New Jersey made
some explorations in the year 1773, but that
others had preceded them there is ever
reason to believe, although history fails to
record the facts and tablets in the memory of
the “oldest” inhabitant: are not engraved
sufficiently dcep to enable them to state the
particulars with any degree of certainty.

It is very probable that the processors
(?) of the Reverend David Jones were not of
a particular turn of mind, neither were they
possessed with a prophetic soul or they
would have discovered some of the natural
advantages which they saw and placed their
names on the roll of fame by making it
known in the recerds of history. Yet, with
all his practical knowledge, there seems to
be no record evident that the Reverend Mr.
Jones or any of his brother adventurers
attempted to take advantage of the situation,
as we find that first entry of land was by
John Savage and Company, non-resident, as
the record has it; and this included a strip of
tand running from what is now known as
Catletts Creek up the Ohio and Big Sandy
rivers to the Round bottom, thence south to
intersect and recross Sandy River and up
with its meandering to a point about a mile
above the mouth of Big Blan Creck so as
to include ten thousand acres. which entry
made in 1791, eighteen years after the visit
of the Jones party.

Either John Savage & Company did not
have faith like a whole gallon of mustard
sced or some cause beyond their control
kept them from paying their taxes, for we
find in Augusi, 1803, Edmund Thomas as
register of the land office of Kentucky, in
pursuance of two acts of the assembly, the

/’
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pursuance of two acts of the assembly, the
one passed December 21, 1799, and the
other December 19, 1801, which acts v ¢
for the purpose of creating a revenue, “did
expose for sale at the door of the state house,
in Frankfort, a certain tract of land said to
contain five thousand acres entered in the
office of the auditor of accounts as
belonging to John Savage & Company, said
land lying in the county of Mason and on the
waters of Big Sandy River, which said land
was sold and struck off to David White for
the sum of $67.50, current moncy of
Kentucky, that being the amount of taxes
then due upon for the years 1792 to 1801,
with interest, and 29 cents cost of
advertising. which said tract is bounded as
follows: Beginning at a large black oak on
ridge one of the patent’s corners. thence
north 60E 60 poles to a dead ash and maple
on the bank of the Ohio River, up the south
6E 60 poles § 23 E 38 poles to a mulberry
stump, also at the mouth of the Big Sandy
River up the Sandy with the meanders
thereof the wvarious course 3324 poles.
thence leaving Big Sandy River by various
courses and distances set out in the deed—to
the place of beginning so as to include 4060
acres” and from this dced comes the title to
the land upon which the town of
Catlettsburg is located, or rather that part of
it lying above Catlettsbsurg is located, or
rather that part of it lying above Catletts
Creck.

Here was a rise in real estate for you! A
tract of land 3324 rods long by 195 wide
sold in 1803 for $67.50 and 1853 D. W. Eba
paid $1,000 for twenty-two feet front on the
Ohio River by one hundred feet deep. with
no buildings except a little tumble down
storchouse valued at $100. In December,
1803 David White sold the tract of 4060
acres to Colonel George Shortridge who
immediately took possession of it by moving
to the place where John Ewing now lives.

VR
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which is on the bank of the Big Sandy River
about three miles above the town.

About the year 1800 one John Salmon
had settled upon the site now occupied in
part by the wholesale drug store of Patton
Brothers. But Colonel Shortridge, upon
coming into the possession of the tract sold
something like 360 acres to Alexander
Catlett who dispossessed Salmon, where
upon Salmon settled below Catletts Creek.

Alexander Catlett had several sons one
of whom, Horatio, bought of his father 210
acres about the vear 1821 and after selling
off various lots to William Hampton, W. T.
Nichols and other in 1831 sold the raminder
to James Wilson.

From the family of Catletts came the
naine of the creek is now called.

Shortly after the purchase by James
Wilson, he deeded the same to a grandson,
James W. Fry of Kanawha County, Virginia
and after he | ame of age in the year 1848,
he laid off a town, sold the lots at a pubhc
sale and this was the beginning of the town
of Catlettsburg.

Fry sold the lots at prices running from
$100 to $350 each for lots in size 60x100
feet, until has sales reached a little above
$7.500 in 1851, when he sold the ramainder
of the 210 acres to a company composed of
John Culiver, William T. Nichols, Zotto
Cushing, Frederick Moore, William
Campbell. John Clark, George Keyser and
John and Allen Poage. The first store was
opened here in 1806 by Alex Catlett in a
litt  house standing on the riverbank at the
place which is now the foot of Division
Street.

For a long time the early settler had to
ride to Maysville to mill but in 1819 one



was erected at the falls of Twelve Pole and
then another at Buffalo Shoals, which 1s
Wayne County, West Virginia, then Cabell
County, Virginia. About 1822 a mill was
erected at the Ferguson Barn on the Ohio
River, which then ran with a current wheel
and between that and the mill at Buffalo
Shoals the mill patronage of this section was
divided for several years, or until about 1828
when Horatio Catlett built a mill on the
creek near the town which stood a few years
but was finally washed out by a freshet.

The first organized church society was
by the Methodists in 1813 and meetings
were held in private homes until 1852 when
the Methodist and Presbyterians united
building a house for worship on the site of
the present First P byterian Church.

About 1830 Clinton Furnace was built
on their lands five miles back of
Catlettsburg by John Williams and Thomas
Poage and others; and in 1832 the Oakland
Furnace was erected on the oaklands about
three miles back of the town by Jacob Kouns
and others. Both of these furnaces had their
landing at the public square just above the
mouth of Catletts Creek. The Clinton was
operated sucessfully for a time but reverses
came and it was abondoned, as was the
(Qakland, the stacks of which stands today in
a good state of preservation. The Oakland
property comprising 3000 acres of land was
sole to Allen Lothrop and Company, and by
them transferred to William Stewart who
sold to the Ridgeways of England. These
last proprietors contemplated the erection of
a large works for the manufacture of earthen
tableware, but with the death of member of
the family caused the enterprise to be
abandoned before it was put into operation.

The most important events in the
history of this locality were the freshets
(floods) of 1832 and 1847 the former ben

fifieen inches higher than the later. At this
notable flood the water covered the present
site of the corner of Division Louisa Streets
to a depth of five feet, the flood extending
from the foot hills in Ohio to those in
Kentucky and Virginia, the like of which
has never been equaled since and it probably
never again will be.

In 1836 the building of the Owensville
and Big Sandy Tumpike was commenced
and by this means the site of the town was
placed on a thoroughfare over which for
many years poured ceaseless tide of
westward bound emigration and eastward
bound droves of cattle, hogs and mules
destined for then tI  great market,
Richmond, Virginia.

In 1840 the hamlet consisted of one
store, one hotel and one blacksmith shop. In
1850 it had increased to two stores, . D
hotels and several private dwellings.

Among the permanent settlers of that
time was John Culver, W. T, Nichols, D. D.
Geiger, Marcus L. Kibbee, Robert M. Biggs,
William Hampton, Levi Hampton, Addison
McCullough, Dr. H. Hampton, Captain
Wash Honshell, Dr. J. D. Kincaid, Joseph
Gardner, Dr. Jonathan James, James
McCoy, John Ricketts, James Killen, John
McMahan, E. W. Walton, besides others
previously mentioned while others now
forgotten. The old resident now living is Dr.
J. D. Kincaid, and the oldest child born on
the original town site is M. F. Hampton, the
present efficent clerk for the circuit court.
Many of these names will be remembered as
among our present older citizens and some
of them as men of note in shaping the affairs
and destiny of the country within ten miles
of the mouth of the Big Sandy River. To
add to these names of the above we give
those of D. W. Eba and G. W. and N.
Andrews who settled here about 1853.
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1849 - 1339

George W. Pack (Emeline) -- Louisa
John Pack (Martha) - 36" & Louisa
John J. (May) C&O Green
Harkless Pack (Leona) Emp. (Kenova)
Hosey Pack (May) motorman OVC - Big Sandy Rd.
Hubert Pack (Maxie) - bk. Horse Branch
Mary Pack, wid (Sam) — 2408 Ct.
Noah Pack (Maude) — 36" & Louisa

1924 - 1925

Dona Pack wd (William) ~ Louisa Rd.
Fred Pack (Lizzie) — 36™
Ray Williamson (Naomi) — Louisa

1929 - 1930
John Edwards (Matilda) — Park Ave.
1933

Herbert E.Coffee (Naomi) — Louisa
Dona Pack wid (William) - Park
Missouri wid. (Joseph) — 3518 Valley
Charles Williamson (Linnie) — Cannonsburg Pk.

This list was copied from a copy in Paul Williamson’s scrapbook. Spelling and abbreviations are
copied as were on the list. [ don’t know if this is how they did it in those days or not, or if
someone just copied in a hurry at some time. Yesterday and now writings and spelling are quite
different in many ways. Try to figure out where these places and persons were. Most of these
places and people are no longer here with us, and if you are listed here, we are glad you are still
not confused as some of us are as to where some of these streets, etc. are. If you figure these out,
let me know. — B. W,

City of Catl~s4=b--=x Ofiges (1999)

MAYOR: Roger Hensley . ..26% & Broadway Street 739-.5223
CITY CLERK/TREASURER: Pauline Hunt . . . 26" & Broadway  739-4533
CHIEF OF POLICE: Mark Plummer . . . 26® & Broadway 739-5022
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 26 & Broadway 739-5126

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Linzey Runyon, Chief . .. 26® & ..oadway 739-4444

CITY GARAGE: Roger West, Superintendent . . . 3000 Louisa Street 739-6108

BUILDING INSPECTOR: Kenneth Hood . .. 26" & Broadway 739-5223

SEWAGE TREATMEMT PLANT: Fred Childers, Superintendent ~ 739-5145
3701 Park Street

CUatleltsburg, Kentueky






















































TIMES REMEMBERED
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Working along with the Woman's Club
was the Mayor, Charles Gibbs, who for
sometime had felt it was the duty of the city
to provide a safe and attractive Youth Center
and this building was the answer.

It was a happy day indeed for the
citizens of Catlettsburg when the
announcement was made that the C & O had
deeded the station valued at $70.000 to the
city to be used as a Civic Center.

A city ordinance was written that the
Civic Center would have a ten year lease
from the city and the governing body was
composed of the presidents and immediate
past president of the two Woman's Clubs.
the Garden Club, the Chamber of Commerce
and the chairman and ex-chairman of the
Youth Center board, the mayor and one
member of the city council. The operating
expenses and maintenance was taken care of
by monthly contributions from the Boyd
County Community Chest, the afore-
mentioned clubs. voluntary contributions
from citizens and income from the Youth
Center. The expenses are taken care today in
the same way as in those days.

Immediately the necessary commit
were appointed — finance, building, and
house and comprising the committees were
members of the two Woman’s Clubs, the
Garden Club, the Chamber of Commerce.
city officials and other interested citizens.

A splendid spirit of cooperation
prevailed. Building materials were donated
by local firms, and labor costs were reduced
by men who were willing to give generously
of their time. The young people painted and
repaired furniture and the mothers made
drapes for the larger room to be used as the
Youth Center.

\

L olielsborg, Nenfucky

1849 - 1999

The Woman’s Club and the Junior
Woman’s Club  bought second hand
furniture, new drapes, china and silver, etc.
for use in the smaller room to be known as a
“Club Room™.

The form  ticket office between the
two rooms was transformed into a neat,
compact kitchen with a large sink, a stove.
refrigerator and an  ectric hot water heater.
Cabinets and counters were there ready for
use. Gay window boxes were set up in each

window, and attractive flowers were put in
by the Garden Club.

The GRAND OPENING in July 1959
was a gala affair sponsored by the various
civic groups who had cooperated so
successfully in the Civic Center restoration
project.

The public response was most
gratifying and hundreds of young and old
attended.

Under the excellent supervision of a full
time director the year 1960 found the Youth
Center a mecca for our young people.
Games, ping pong, dancing and other
wholesome amusements were provided. As
a very rewarding result the Catlettsburg
police officers truthfully said “hear ye, hear
ye!” juvenile delinquency problems in
Catlettsburg have diminished.

To date the operation has been most
satisfactory: and we feel the establishment
of this Civic Center both for the youth and
the adults has been a most outstanding and
helpful accomplishment, and we point to the
fact that it was sparked by the Catlettsburg
Woman’s Club and its success achieved by
the enthusiastic cooperation of the other
civic  oups.

















































































TIMES KIMPMIEELE

THE BIG SANDY WASHOUT OF 187.

(Flash Flood of 40 Foot Stage Almost Washed Front Street Away)

In the early part of the month of July, 1875,
the Big Sandy River at Catlettsburg suddenly
rose about forty feet and as the Ohio River at that
time was much below the ordinary low water
stage, the waters from the raging Sandy River
reached like a mighty cataract to the north shore
of the Ohio, loosening boats tied therc and
sending them adrift as though they were so many
shingles.

The force of the rushing waters was so
great that south Front Street from Division Street
to a point about 200 feet above Franklin Street,
was carried into the stream within a period of
less than twelve hours. All the houses along
south Front Strect, with the exception of two,
were calapulted into the stream and carried
away. One of the two houses that withstood the
avalanche of water, the Bartram Hotel, and by
the way, that was the old house that Boots and
Betty Wright and three children owned at the end
of 28" Street next to the floodwall before
moving to Oakland Avenue. It was also known
as the Wechsler’s Rooming House and dining
room, relatives of Councilman, John Plummer’s
family, Anyway, it did not entirely escape
damage all but two of the front rooms being
claimed by the floodwaters. This house later
bumed by an arsonist in February 1977
Arsonist was known but I do not wish to namc
him, The Wright’s had already moved to their
home on QOakland Avenue in December 1972
Many pieces of antiques were destroyed. Well
that’s enough of that. Back to the flood.

The houses destroyed in this great river
catastrophe were among the best in the town, at
that time. The loss to individuals was estimated
at about $50,000 in addition to the property loss
in that section below Division Street and frontimg
on the Ohio River caused by the bank giving
way. This caused a great decline in the price of
real estate and an ultimate loss to prope=
owners, which would be hard to estimate. Tuw
city’s main hotel, the Sher | House, was left
partly hanging over the banx.

The police office was in the row of houses
washed away. Alph Thompson was Police Judge
at that time and John Fortner, Sr. was Town
Marshal. The city jail, a one-slory log building,
was opposite the present county jail. The houses

that were washed away were located on the east
side of Front Sireet between the street and the
river, In most cases the houschold goods were
removed from the home before they tumbled into
the river.

A good sized steamboat, the Sam Cravens,
was at the time held m execution by the then
Sheriff of Boyd County, Andrew Hogan, who
had the craft tied to the shore pending the day of
the public sale. The boat was tied below the
mouth of the Big Sandy and the swirl produced
by the mad waves engulfed it and tore away the
cabin and keel, sweeping it on downs the river.
This resulted in 8 vexatious lawsuit brought by
the owner of the boat against the shenff for
failure to save the craft. Afler the controversy
ran seven or eight years the Sheriff g = d the
court’s decision in the suit.

Owners Known before the fire in the late 1978's

Bartram Hotel {1875)
Wechs|er Rooming & Dining
T. Buckley Home
C. K. Wright Home

Callettsburg, Fentucky
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In the latter part of February [883. J. W. Warder
Corresponding Secretary of the State Mission Board
of Kentucky Baptists came from Louisville to
Catlettsburg to look after the interest of the Baptist
Faith in this area,

After consulling with all of those  :ould find of the
Baptist Faith, he returned to Louisville and made an
agreement with Rev. A.F. Baker of Midway. KY to
haold a serics of meetin  in Catlettsburg.

Rev. Baker came to Car sburg April 26, 1883 and
conducted church services until May 9, 1883,
Twenty- four people agreed to cooperate in
organizing a church. to be know as The Tirst Baptist
Church of Christ at Catlettsburg.

The Morse Opera House, which was located at the
Southeast comner of Louisa and Twenby-sixth Streets
was rented for the organization. Rev. AF. Baker was
elected to serve as pastor of the new church and
stayed with the church for one vear. On May 20,
1883 a Sunday school was organized.

For several weeks church services were held in the
Morse Opera House and Sunday school in the County
Courthouse, A few church services were held in the
basonic Temple. Beginning August 5. 1883, the
Morse Opera House was rented for alt the Church
services. The church continued to grow and on
November 5, 1884 the members voted to purchase a
lot, jocated on Louisa Street from Jacob Fisher for
the price of $700.00. [n 1886 a modem brick building
was erected and the church continued to worship in
this building unti! March 1932 when it was destroyed
by fire.

The Seccond DBaptist Church located at Oakland
Avenue and Thirty-fifily Sireets was without a pastor
at this time and invited the members of the First
Baptist Church to worship with themi.

In June 1932 the two churches merged and # was
agreed that the name of the new church would be;

L u”e”sblml. r'.pnfur.l'.q

Catlettsburg M anary Baptist Church. The church
cominued to worship at Oakland Avenue and Thirty-

Fitth Street unti! 1949 when the C & 0 Railroad Co.
purchased the property to build a new bridge across
the Big Sandy River. The sale price for the property
was $80.000. The church purchased a tract of ground
between Thirty-second and Thirty-third Streets on
Qakland Avenuc from MNora and Berthat Waits for the
price of $12.000. in 1949 the Education Section and
the auditorium basement was erected at a cost of
approximately $140,000. Rev. Dewey H. Jones was
pastor of the church at this time. In 1938 the present
auditorium was erected at a cost of approximatety
£150,000. during the minisiry of Rev. Marion T.
Duncan. During Rev. Duncan's ministry the name of

the church was changed to Oakland Avenue Baptist
Church.

Pastors serving the chureh after the merger from
1932 until the present time were; W.C. Pierce 1932-
1940, Sam Sione 1940-1945, Dewey i1, Jones 1945-
1952, Paul Webber 1952-1953, Dewey H. Jones
1953-1955, Marion T. Duncan 1935-1965, Henry H.
Johns 1965-1972, James D. Vams 1972-1976,
Fugene Reynolds 1976-1980, Marion T. Duncan
198~1983. Phillp R. Potter 1985-1991, David Riggs
1982, Paul R. Badgett 1993-1999 and Keith
Menshouse at the present time. July 31, 1994 ground
was broken to build a new addition the Family Life
Center to the present building. At the present time
there are 784 church members.
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CATLETTSBURG VIB~AN.: AT 150 YEARS YOUNG

From a igh-and tumble timbering
town to a qu Eastern Kentucky county
seat with family values and a quality of
life unmatched anywhere: That, in a
sentence, is the history of Catlettsburg,
Kentucky that's celebrating its 150"
anniversary this weekend.

Founded in 1849 where the Big Sandy
river joins the Chio, the town was both
the gateway to the eastern Kentucky
mountains and a place where timbering
interests  floated t! -~ logs from the
spectacular mountain forests to await
processing or for a longer trip down the

Chio to the fast-growing towns of

America’s heartland.

Thousands are expected to attend the
sesquicentennial celebration that con-
tinues through Labor Day. For many it
will be a homecoming as natives return to
renew acquaintances., And, many more
will simply attend the celebration because
Catlettsburg is simply a good place to
spend a Labor Day weel d.

Happy birthday,
many happy returns.

Catlettsburg, and

{The Heraid Dispatch 9/31/99 opinions page)

HENSLEY AWARD BRINGS CHECK

CATLETTSBURG - The Gate City
recently got a $5,000 check, thanks to its
mayor.

Wal-Mart gave the money to
Catlettsburg in honcr of Roger Hensley,
who recently received the American
Hometown Leadership Award presented
from the National Center for Small
Communities.

Wal-Mart is a co-sponsor of the

award, which is designed to promote
strong leadership in small towns.

(,-.ailef'lsbupq, Kenfucl;q

The money will be used for
community improvement projects to
attract new employers to Catlettsburg.

The winners of  the award
demonstrate outstanding leadership
qualities, creativity and initiative,
according to Tom Halicki, executive

director of the center, Hensley was
nominated by Children Youth and Families
Are Ready, a new civic club in
Catlettsburg.

(The Daily Independent, Ashland, Kentucky}
{Wednesday, October 18, 1999)
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HISTORICAL IN. U NCES
ON CATLETTBURG, KENTUCKY

Convergence of three states - OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, KENTUCKY.

Only section in Ohio Valley where bituminous coal was obtained that could be used in
the raw state in the manufacture of iron.

Mr. Catletts, city named for, had the pleasure of entertaining such notable personages
as General Jackson, Henry Clay and Felix Grundy.

Catlett girls were the most charming and lovely maidens.
Mr. Catlett died so suddenty that an autopsy was deemed necessary.

1892 the water plant gave the best fire protection of any city in this section and
furnished power by which several firms ran their machinery.

No city had better lighting than Catlettsburg in the 1800's.
Catlettsburg was always to the front in everything.

Largest flour mills in Northeastern Kentucky. (Patton Milling Company)} established in
1855 was known a number of years as Big Sandy Flouring Mill. In 1870 the name
changed to 1. C. Patton & Company. In 1891 the mill was destroyed by fire. In 1892
the old mill was erected — brick 250x125 feet — and was three stories tall.

Catlettsburg as a jobbing center was not excelled by any other of its size on the Ohio
River.

Utility services now are Columbia Gas of Kentucky, American Electric Power, GTE South,
Inc. - telephone, Ashiand Department of Utilities-water.

Other services for Catlettsburg’s use are Harts Sanitation, Ashland Bus System, Amtrak,
Ashland Regional Airport, Huntington Tri-State Airport, Tri-State Transit Authority,
Chamber of Commerce, Boyd County Public Library, 911 for emergencies, There are
others, these are closely related to the city use.

Two of the safest banking institutions in the country in the earlier days were
Catlettsburg National Bank, organized in 1882 and the Big Sandy National Bank which
was organized in 1890, but not to forget, our very own bank, Kentucky Farmers Bank,
one of the safest in our times. In 1931, the Kentucky Naticnal Bank and the Farmers
and Merchants Bank were combined forming the Kentucky Farmers Bank.

Nearly every religious denomination is represented in Catlettsburg.
Principal hotels were Hotel Mansard a three-story building built by Adam Crowe in 1892,

later name changed to The Shively Hotel in 1908. and the Alger House. Shively was
located on the corner ~ 25" and Center Street. The Alger House was located also on a

Cu”eﬂshurq_. Ken*ucL_L;



1849 - 1999

corner of 25" but facing Front Street. There were several other boarding house and
hotel in Catlettsburg as you have read about in this book.

1896 - Professor J. B. Leach was instructor of Catlettsburg High School and there were
ten months of free schocls during the year.

At the last congressional election around 1896 the Democratic vote of the county was
1,480 with the Republican vote being 1,836. Taxable Boyd County property was
$5,262,296.

First white visitor of record at site of Catlettsburg was Reverend David Jones of
Freehold, N. J. He was chaplain in the Revoiutionary War and spent Japuary 1,2,3, 1773
at “"Mouth of Great Sandy Creek.”

April 18, 1812 Horatio Catlett sold 200 acres to Charles Riggs - tract was present-day
Hampton City that was named for Wiltiam Hampton who received title of the land in April
1844 under purchase by foreclosure.

Horatio Catlett returned to Catlettsburg 1847, fortune upaided in Missouri, died in
Catlett Tavern in 1847. He was buried by his father "Sawney” Catiett and two daughters
close to the barn on the farm that was Colonel Labon T. Moore’s and in the past was
occupied by Mrs. James Patton, Col. Labon T. Moore’s daughter and who was the oldest
living resident at that tim  of Catlettsburg.

..1e first physician in Catlettsburg was William Lofus Sutton, 21 years old at the time,
marttied Mary Belle Catlett, daughter to Horatio Catlett.

Colonet T. J. Ewing was born in Catlettsburg and had the distinction of being the oidest
native born resident here in 1849,

Joseph M. Spears, Deputy U. S. Clerk in 1907-1908 was appointed the U. S.
Commissioner, His headquarters being in Catlettsburg.

“The Bee Hive” was one of the best-known dry goods establishment in the Big Sandy
Dis -t and was loca | on Division Street, opposite the Elks Building, and remember,
all cars stop at the door.

Gate City played a big part in the early history of the Ohio River Transportation.
Catlettsburg was called the “Port of Catlettsburg” where they maintained wharfbeats to
receive merchandise for the city and the big Sandy Valiey.

May 5, 1873 a public landing on the Ohio River between Main Street and Division Street
was established as a steamboat landing. September 13, 1878 an ordinance was enacted
making it unlawful for any boat which landed at, or in the vicinity of llapolis or other
places affected by the yellow fever epidemic to land at any point within corporate limits
of Catlettsburg.

Captain G. W. Bay owner of steamboat "Crossly” & “M. Freeze”, "Fleetwing” were cited.
They plead they had no notice until they ianded. Case was dismissed.

Cost per passengers on steaml its from Pittsburgh to Catlettsburg was $5.00 including
meals and birth. Freight was eight to twelve cents for small lots. Cincinnati to
Catlettsburg was ~ i cents per one-hundred pounds of salt.

7N
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1849 - 1999

Catlettsburg was headquarters of the Sea Lion Towboat Company that operated three
towboats between here and Evansville Indiana. Two were Sea Lion Crown Hill owned by
Captain William Smiley.

In 1852 Daniel Vaughn operated the “Tom Scott” from Catlettsburg to Louisa.

The Sandy Valley and the Thealka were side-wheelers or "bat-wings”. The Fannie Dugan
was a daily packet from Portsmouth to Catlettsburg. The side-wheelers were “Red
Buck”, “Ratliff", “Jennie”, "George”, "Sam Cravens”, J. C. Hopkins”, “Ruth” “Maxie Yost”,
“Alex Yost”, “lerry”, “Pshburn”, “]. M. Kirker” and the “louisa.” A lot of you knew
Maxie Yost, a second grade teacher at Yost School or Second Ward as some of you knew
it. The school was named for her in 1955.

Largest hoat to ply the Big Sandy was Argand.

In 1876 tt steamboat Sandy Fashion exploded at the foot of 27" Street. Cold water
had been put in a dry boiler causing the explosion.

Ferryboats were operated for service between Catlettsburg, South Point and Virginia
Point. Names of two of them were “Lizzie” and “Bessie.”

July 1875 - The high stages of the Big Sandy River washed out and two blocks of the
river front had breakwaters built to protect the bank.

Even though there were five hotels and dozens of rooming houses, some homes had to
be opened up for sleeping quarters, some sleep on chairs, floors of boarding houses ar
walked streets all night because there was not enough accommodations when all the
timbermen were in Catlettsburg.

The timber business in Catlettsburg amounted to an insignificant sum in 1840 to several
millions in 1889, One timber firm in Catlettsburg handled one million dollars in timber in
one seascn,

The apartment building ac=~"s from the Young’'s (eld Federal Building/Post Office) was
formerly the Coftrell apartments, but in the earlier days it was a clinic operated by Dr.
Richard and Dr. Cottrell.

In 1949 only four industries were strictly in city limits - Catlettsburg Stockyard with
twenty-two employees; Braley Midland Company with eight employees; Venetian Art
Glass Company with seven employees and Hearne Block Company with fourteen
employees. Also 212 employees of businesses resided in city limits of Catlettsburg.

Great destructive Fire burning practically the whole city was in 1878,
Around 1910 arrangements were made by the County Board of Education that made
Catlettsburg the County High School, and all pupiis in Boyd County who passed the

examination of the State Board were received at the high school.

1803 land in Catlettsburg sold at $67.50 at a tax saie.

Collettshurg. Feentucky
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1849- Uncle Jim Looney of Lexington served his famous burgoc to Catlettsbu
Centennial visitors on the County Courthouse Square.

The first newspaper published in Catiettsburg was in 1852 called the Big Sandy News.
Reverend E. C. Thornton was the Editor,

Another favorite teacher was Docia McNaughton Hatfield for whom first ward school was
ne :d. She taught there in the 1940's. She died at the age of eight-seven on April 1,
1953.

The Alger House, that known by all traveling men through this section, was under the
management of J. C. Rarden in 1896. I had the pleasure of talking to Jacob Rarden, the
grandson of J. C. Rarden, 84 years of age who lives in Huntington, West Virginia. He
tells me his grandfather and other members of his family are resting at the Catlettsburg
Cemetery. He told me that his uncle broke down all the bedsprings at the Hotel by
jumping on them. I bet that was fun. His grandparents occupied a home at the site of
where the Grandview Manor is located now. In a few days my grandson, Russ and I will
visit Mr. Rarden, and we can't wait to talk with him, but probably not in time to get
information from him to publish in this book. Sorry. B. W.

Railway dates: Rail Transportation rush, 1870’s

Big Sandy Valley Railroad, 1893

Chatteroi Rallway Company, 1879

Elizabethtown, Lexing' 1 & Big Sandy Railroad, 1879

Chesapeake & Ohio, 1¥11 - In 1929 landmarks were destroyed due to being in the
right-of-way of the C&0 tracks.

In 1949 an old “river town", the Hirma {Ohio) College showboat was tied at the dock in
Catlettsburg that offered the melodramas of former years throughout the Centennial
Celebration week. There was a lawn part, concert, and costume judging.

Fires, floods. hail and even earthquakes are not the fondest of our memor ..

Fires: July 22, 1878, downtown destroyed; cther major fires were in 1884, 1919, 1932,
and 1997.

Floods: 1913, 1937, 1948 and 1950, wifl long be remembered.

...e old order changes with the march of Time. It took 103 turns to wind the old clock
on top of the old city hall. Billy Clark and Steamboat Bill seemed to be the clock starters
when it wound down in order for Catlettsburg to keep up with the time.

Stand on Front Street today — if you know where it was and hear the clangor of the
towboats; signal bells as they drift down the broad Ohio; listen to the chugging of CSX
trains as tt  rroll through . . . but don't listen for shots or murderous shouts; TIME HAS
TAMED . .:ONT STREET.

Mural son floodwall on Center Street {1949 Centennial Parade) artist being the famous
Robert Dafford. The Billy C. Clark painting artist was Beverly St. Lawrence, a
Catlettsburg native. She is now in process of painting the old Thomas R. Brown High
School.

(_}aﬂeﬂsl')upq, hen‘uclﬂl
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A wonderful lady, Gertrude Ramey, who is gone on to her glory started the Ramey Home
for Children in the upstairs in the building at corner of 28" and Louisa Street. The
Something Different Salon and the Wedding Chapel is on the street level with
apartrments upstairs. Building owned now by Connie Hawk.

May 15, 1911 on the corner of 26" & Broadway the property was bought from Ben
Williamson for $5,300. Total cost of the old city hall building was $20,748 completed in
March 1912,

Billy C. Clark Bridge was completed November 1987, at a cost of $5.8 Million.

1950 weekiy newspaper was called the Boyd County Observer and the 1970 newspaper
was called the Press-Cbhserver.

1949 Centennial royalty was Joe Brooks as King and Barbara Musser as Queen. At the
final gala 1949 Centennial Celebration, music was furnished by the Jimmy James
orchestra.

Yost School was closed early in the 1980's.

The first survey through this section of Kentucky was made by George Washington and
run through what is now Twenty-eighth Street,

On a very old beech tree in Booger Boo Hollow just south of the city limits are the
initials, *D. B.” carved there by Daniel Boone on one of his trips through this section.

Mary Ingliss was the first white woman to set foot in Catlettsburg.

At the time Catlettsburg was named, it was the custom at that time to have the word
burg in the names of towns.

Catlettshurg has suffered some very disastrous fires and floods but has survived all of
them. The population has also decreased so much it has hurt the town too, In 1990 is
was only 2,231 and probably not much more than that now.

Catlettsburg has a peculiarity in the fact that people who live here want to stay and
those who have lived here and moved away want to come back. In conclusion we are a
satisfied and happy people and the writers of this book expect to finish our lives here.

"Down by the River” you will see “Pictures on the Wall”. Billy Clark is still on the river
doing his thing and those memories keep roliing along . . . and the parade marches on .
. . the 1949 Centennial Parade that is - Thanks to Kentucky Farmers Bank and Frosty
Lockwood for supporting the murals.

"Motto”: My mind influenced me to put this in, but my heart couidn’t decide if I should.
Not my aim to be offensive to anyone. Just read it somewhere and thought it pretty
good.

Try to make the atmosphere healthy. Fire all croakers, loafers and deadbeats. Let your
object be the welfare, growth and promotion of your town and its people. Speak well of

public spirited men and also be one of tt n yourself. Be Honest with your fel" vmen.
This is a good lesson for all of us.

(;aﬂeﬂst)urq. K.@niucl«lj
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*WALK ALONG WItH ME THROUGH OUR,
HOMETOWN OF CATLETTSBURG™
*1999*

Page viit . . .

Presbyterian Church, {side view) 26% & Division Street 28t /Louisa Street North to Division Street
Fivco Area Development District Offices, 30" & Louisa Street Front/Presbyterian Church, Broadway
Kentucky Farmers Bank, 25 & Broadway Mike Cumpston properties, Louisa Street
Catlettsburg, Boyd County, Community Center, Louisa Street Elks Building, in curve on Division Street
Page 1x.. . .
28t Street toward 24™ & Division Street 0id bell/old streetlamp, refurbished
Oakland Avenue Park-Boots & Betty Wright Courthouse Annex — Louisa Street
Oakland Avenue at Park

Curve from 27t Street going on to Division & Center Streets

Page X.. . .

South on 25t & Center Street 26t & Division Street East toward rivers
South 28" & Louisa Street West on 25t Street

West 25t Street 25t & Center — Hart Sanitation Office
26 Division Street East ~ (ity Hall 26" Division Street East toward nivers

(Page .?(‘l . . . » Program — September 2, 1999 Murals Unveiling

Page Xii . . . . Mural unveifing activity in pictures (Clark)

@age X1 ... Mural unveiling activity in pictures {1949 Parade)

Page X3V . . . . Looking back at a few things

(Pagexv. . + « v Flag Day

Q’age XVi. ... Yeary activities in pictures

Q’age JCVfi .+ . Back when in pictures

®age XViil. . . Mr. & Mrs. James E. Adkins (1949 Centennial Ball picture)
(Page .‘(_lx_ .+ » Hometown Hero picture

(Page XX . ... Tuilightin Catlettsburg, Kentucky

Colletlsburg, Fentucky
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LOOKING to the FUTURE
By: Betty Wright — Editor
and
Russ Cole — Co-editor

Once again we have completed making memories and now it is time to gear up for new times to
be remembered by our youth, as we older Catlettsburg memory makers have had our tum. Now let
us help our young citizens enjoy our hometown as much as we have. lt doesn’t seem possible that
it has been fifty years since we in 1949 celebrated our 100t Birthday of our city.

At this tin s only natural that we look back and reminisce — to rejoice in the progress and good
times that our city forefathers have accomplished and may we learn from mistakes and bad times!

There are many challenges ahead, and days of great opportunity for our young people  our
very own children, grandchildren, and our neighbors and friends children. Excitement is contagious
and we hope and pray that we can “infect every” person to be excited and get in the action. Qur
city is beginning to look like we care where we live, so let us all continue to help.

Let us all “March into the New Millennium”. You can surely look into the future and see we
cannot “stand still”. We can either go forward or we can fall behind. Here at Catlettsburg we want
to go forward with all our might, with confidence in our city officials that we chose, and us along
side them to be able to do all things that we imagine we can do and succeed as well.

As we look about us from one end to the other of our home city we can see our handiwork, the
trees will begin to bloom, lights will shine upon us, and of course, we can see the “time” flashing
before our eyes. We are now bringing new life to our city; but, there is much more that we can do,
so please put your wholeself into it — it is the place where you live, it is where you raised your
children and want them to stay. We want to make all the persons who left here want to come back
and say this is my hometown and | was proud to be a part of it. Catlettsburg is committed to city
and family values.

As | see it here in Catlettsburg, in our homes, in our schools, we are the most important parts of
our Hometown. We can change our city problems, keep our children here, and change our outlook
on things instead of complaining about whom is running our town. You must join in. You are very
important in our work here. It is through the efforts of our forefathers that this city is still he ~ WE
can make a difference with God's help. Qur labor will not be in vain if we all join hands, minds, and
souls to March into the Future. The possibilities for the future of Catlettsburg is greater now than
ever before — Won't you be a part of it? We can either open the door of the future and step through
it or hide behind it. We can proudly proclaim to the onlookers — WE are marching into the future of
Catlettsburg! Enjoy your future in your hometown of (atletisburg, Kentucky.

Russ and | have enjoyed putting together this small amount of past history and the present time
to be remembered about this town. Understand that it would cost a fortune if we had put in
everything we could have, but maybe later we can. We hope you enjoy what you have, and if you
would like to pass on to us information that you might have, please do, we would appreciate it very

much. ﬁtﬁ. ZI/Maﬂf: Qum ﬂnﬂa /'

Callellshurq, Kenlucky













































